

















55 GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY OF LONDON ESVOL II: HERITAGE, TOWNSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

VIEW 19 - LOWER THAMES STREET, OUTSIDE GATES OF THE CHURCH OF ST MAGNUS-THE-MARTYR - EXISTING

Existing

The view looks northwards across Lower Thames Street
towards the Grade I listed Monument. Lower Thames Street
is a very busy highway and the viewpoint from the church
gate is downgraded in quality by this fact. The viewer’s
eye is drawn along Fish Street Hill where large commercial
developments line either side of the narrow street, creating
a strong sense of enclosure. The Doric column of the
Monument rises above the commercial development, acting
as an impressive and iconic focal point within the view.
No.22 Bishopsgate is seen to echo the Monument’s vertical
presence further along the vista, creating a duality of forms,
not entirely sympathetic to the Monument.

Sensitivity of the view

The sensitivity to change in the context of the view is
medium, when taking into account the high significance of
the Monument and the busy highway in between the viewer
and the Monument.
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VIEW 19 - LOWER THAMES STREET, OUTSIDE GATES OF THE CHURCH OF ST MAGNUS-THE-MARTYR - PROPOSED

Proposed

From this position at the gates of the church, the western
section of the proposed development is on a virtual axis
with the Monument. It also relates well with the transition
from shaft to viewing platform and top piece, striking as
it does through the centre line of the capital. This actual
geometric relationship is a virtue which goes some way to
redeeming the taking away of the sky around the shaft. A
further redeeming factor is the simplicity of the architecture
in terms of its visually soft outline and its striated verticals
which appear to be on similar pitch to the fluting of the
shaft. This analysis is important in providing a rating of
effect which recognises the sensitivity of the design as well
as the very minor imposition it makes in the backdrop of one
of London’s most important landmarks.
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Magnitude of change

The magnitude of change is large.

Residual Effect

The residual effect is of significance and its character is
mitigated by the sensitive design which reduces the adverse
nature of the effect. A combination of medium sensitivity
and large magnitude of change would normally give rise
to a major effect, however in the context of the other tall
buildings already experienced in the view, it is considered
to be a moderate effect and adverse, albeit mitigated to
some extent by the sensitive design.
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VIEW 19 - LOWER THAMES STREET, OUTSIDE GATES OF THE CHURCH OF ST MAGNUS-THE-MARTYR - CUMULATIVE WITH PRE-EMERGING

Cumulative Effect

The marginal visibility of consented schemes creates a
negligible change to the ‘in isolation’ residual effect. The
contribution of the proposed development to the cumulative
effect is moderate and adverse.

Cumulative Effect with Pre-Emerging 70 Gracechurch
Street

The tiny visibility of No.70 Gracechurch Street is insignificant
with a negligible cumulative effect. The contribution of the
proposed development to the cumulative effect remains
moderate and adverse.
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