


2

Two years the committee not only refused an off sales licence but also restricted the sale and 
consumption of alcohol in the external area of the premises to 21.00 (and allowing smoking until 
21.30). The notes of the original licensing meeting for these Premises say that “the sub-committee 
had concerns relating to the potential for public nuisance resulting from patrons purchasing 
alcohol and subsequently consuming the alcohol in the vicinity of the premises. It therefore 
decided that the supply of alcohol would be restricted to on the Premises.” The conditions 
imposed were in recognition of it being in a heavy residential area. 

Since then the Corporation of London has completed its works in the area immediately between 
the Daisy Green premises and Roman House, installing large areas of grass and a very large 
amount of public seating making it more convenient now for people to gather and consume 
alcohol in that area. The public seating is not only in the form of 20+ benches but also the roman 
amphitheatre style seating around the church ruins themselves, which can have an estimated 20-
30 people seated down too, about 2 metres away from the licence holder. 

The seating benches installed have already been the cause of public nuisance, as they have 
attracted many different groups of skateboarders who use the benches to perform on. The City of 
London has acknowledged this as has thus replaced some aspects of the benches in order to 
make them less conducive to skateboard acrobatics. 

Since the off-premises license was granted, large groups of people have been gathering at 
the public space, taking away open plastic cups of beer from the cafe-bar, and making 
large noise after work. 

Extending off-premises sales, especially in the weekend and evenings, WILL result in more 
people consuming alcohol and causing disturbance in areas adjoining the external area of 
the licensed premises where they would not be subject to the licensee’s control and are 
closer to the residential areas. 

Given that an off-sales license seven days a week was rejected for this cafe-bar 2 years 
ago and again last year, I recommend that the current license remains in place as is and is 
NOT extended further. 

For clarity, my objection is to sales in any type of container, deemed closed or open; this is 
because the difference between the two is not meaningful in the modern manner of alcohol 
preparations, products and serving. It is increasingly the norm for license holders to sell alcoholic 
beverages including cocktails pre-made in bottles, or for pints of beer to be served in capped pint 
glasses, making them technically closed but aimed for on-the-spot consumption. 

With other premises neighbouring the hundreds of residential properties in Barbican, Roman 
House and further, the Committee has set an important precedent in refusing to allow applicants 
to “chip away” at licensing conditions by means of repeated requests to vary the licence. We urge 
members of the Committee to stand by its original decision in this case, too. 

Do note that Environmental Health and the City Of London Police both objected to the license 2 
years ago, mentioning:  

“Noise associated with this type of activity is not part of the current character of that area and 
residents of Roman House and of Andrews House on Fore Street would have line of sight to the 
external drinkers [...] noise from people stood outside whilst drinking is likely to cause disturbance 
to neighbouring residents..” and “it is our belief that if granted it would undermine the Licensing 
Objectives of the prevention of crime & disorder and public nuisance.” 
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We believe that this was accepted by the Licensing Committee in its original decision. It was also 
accepted by the current Applicant, as the decision letter from the hearing on 12th August 2020 
records that “The Applicant summarised that most of the concerns were regarding anti-social 
behaviour, crowds and nuisance which should be avoided by the 18:00 finish”. It remains the case 
that the 6pm finish is crucial to avoiding nuisance. 

Yours sincerely,  

Cheng-Han Lu  

 




