
Appendix 3: Additional information on speed limits below 20mph 
 
Benefits of speed limits below 20mph 

• At speeds of 15mph the risk of severe injury reduces by half, from 14% at 20mph to 
7% at 15mphi  

• A separate study showed that on average, the number of collisions resulting in 
injuries of all severity reduces by 6% with every 1mph decrease in average speedii  

• Stopping distances decrease from 12m to 8m between 20mph and 15mphiii 

• Energy in a collision at 15mph is 44% less than at 20mphiv  
• Peripheral vision increases as speed reduces, so drivers are more likely to see a 

hazard and have time to reactv 

• Drivers on streets where people walking have priority are 14 times more likely to give 
way to a person walking if average speeds are below 15mphvi 

• Research mapping the probability of a serious crash for five common collision type 
(car-pedestrian collisions, car-car frontal and lateral collisions, collisions with 
oncoming traffic when turning off, and rear end collisions) concluded that the critical 
impact speed for serious injuries in car-pedestrian collisions is 20kph (12.4mph) vii.  

 
European precedents for speed limits below 20mph 

Speed limits below 20mph (32.2kph) are widespread across Europe. A default speed limit of 
30kph (18.6mph) is commonly applied in cities or as a default speed limit for urban areas. 
Localised 20kph (12.4mph) or lower speed limits are also increasingly applied in city centres 
and on streets where people walking should have priority. For example: 
 

• The City of Brussels introduced an adapted low-speed zone for the summer of 2020 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Most streets in the centre of the city were limited to 
20kph alongside priority for people walking and cycling. The speed limit reductions 
were deemed to be a success but were only intended to be temporary and returned 
back to 30kph again later in the summer. 

• Switzerland has implemented 20kph speed limits in residential areas across the 
 country 

• Slovenia has ‘common traffic areas’ where the speed limit is 20kph, with 10kph limits 
in ‘traffic-calmed areas and pedestrian zones’ 

• The entire city centre of Hasselt in the Belgium province of Limburg was turned into a 
20kph residential zone in August 2022. 

• Dutch ‘woonerfs’ (home zones) have 15kph (9.3mph) limits for motor vehicles 
(referred to as walking pace) 

• In the past, the Paris authorities have temporarily reduced the speed limit to 20kph to 
reduce pollution 

• Germany, including the central German town of Hanau has introduced 20kph limits 

• Austria has delivered increasing numbers of ‘encounter zones’ (residential and urban 
areas with joint use of space by motorists and people walking) with speed limits of 
20kph (see image below of Mariahilfer Strasse in Vienna). 



• Municipalities in both Latvia and Luxembourg are encouraged to reduce urban 
speeds to 30 kph, with 20 kph in areas where the street space is shared between 
people driving, walking or cycling.  

 

 
Mariahilfer Strasse, Vienna, an example of a city centre 20kph (12.4mph) speed limit 
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