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Overview of City of London 
Blue Plaques

There are approximately 140 City of London 
Blue Plaques in the Square Mile.

Category Count Percentage

Buildings or structures 82 59%

People 33 23%

Institutions 24 17%Buildings or structures
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Gender and Group Representation

Women
Three plaques commemorate women: 
• Mary Harris Smith – first female-chartered 
accountant
• Elizabeth Fry – prison reformer
• Susanna Annesley – mother of John and Charles 
Wesley

Global Majorities or LGBT+
No plaques currently commemorate BAME or 
LGBT+ individuals explicitly

Sub-Categories 
Breakdown

Sub-category Count
Church 26
Livery Hall 23
City Gate 6
Inn 5
House 4
Others (Court, Coffee House, etc 18
Total 82
Poet 5
Lord Mayor 4
Diarist 2
Priest 2
Artist 1

Others (Town Planner, Scientist, 
Reformer, Physician, Author, Botanist)

18

Total 32
School 6
Hospital 5
Court 3
Others (Medical Society, Newspaper, 
Railway, Freemasons)

10

Total 24
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Geographical Distribution 

Source: City of London Web Mapping 

https://www.mapping.cityoflondon.gov.uk/geocortex/mapping/?viewer=compass&runworkflowbyid=Switch_layer_themes&LayerTheme=Show%20the%20Heritage%20Estate%20layers
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Benchmarking
Evaluation against comparable schemes:

City of London
(Proposal)

Westminster Green 
Plaques

English Heritage (EH) 
Blue Plaques

Historic England 
National Blue Plaques

Governance 8-member panel; 
Committee sign-off 

Officer + 4 external 
members panel; 
Cabinet sign-off

16-member panel 12-member panel and a 
chair

Applications 
Volume (per year)

Unknown total received 
and approved

5–10 received; 
~3 approved

80–100 received; 
12 installed

Unknown total received;
7 installed

Area of remit 2.9 km2 21.8 km2 1,569 km2 England (exc. London)

Application period 2-month annual call-out 
period for nominations

All year All year 2-month annual call-out 
period for nominations

Assessment 
Process

Annual cycle panel review Panel twice/year Panel three times/year Information not available

Costs and Funding Self-funded applications: 
£2,000 fixed costs + 
consents and installation;
CoL-funded applications: 
£500 fee (reimbursed if 
approved)

£3,500 sponsorship ≥£5,000; 
Supported by public 
donations

Information not available

Timescales from 
application to 
installation

Up to 2 years once 
approved

Up to 18 months 
(depending on building 
owner permission and 
level of detail provided 
on submission)

3-5 years Up to 2 years once 
shortlisted



Borough Approx. No of 
plaques Area Plaques/km2

City of London 140 2.9 km2 48.3

Camden (English Heritage) 182 21.5 km2 8.5

Westminster (English Heritage) 328 21.8 km2 15.0

Westminster (Green Plaques) 120 21.8 km2 5.5

Benchmarking
Plaque density per Borough (Km2):
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